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ASHLAND. OHIO. 


ASHLAND, 0., Sept. 7, 1887. 

The General Conference of tbe 
Brethren Church will be held at 
An hi and. Ohio, Hep, 21, 1887. 

Kail road Arrangements. 

Purchase a first-class ticket at your 
station, either limited or unlimited. 

It lie unit ml Lett may be cheaper), and 
hen ask your ticket agent to give you 
■ printed certificate of the Traill ■• As- 
sociation, tilled out. Uriog the certifi- 
cate with you to Ashland. 

If yon cannot purchase a ticket 
through to Ashland, buy to some con- 
Ten lent point and then purchase anoth- 
er, taking a certificate tor each ticket 
purchased. 

Mansfield Is a good point to purchase 
tickets to If you cannot get oue to Ash- 
land, 

With the certificates you bring with 
you, signed by Edward Mason, after 
you are here, you will be entitled to 
tickets at one-third rate to return on. 


cuiou for one, upon some trivial 
matter which will disappear whan 
the mist of controversy is cleared 
away, while the wreck of con- 
tending forces remain to tell its 
own sad tale. 


Subjects of Church Controversy. 
The scriptures hold up as de- 
testable the one who causes divi- 
sions in the church. As the one 
who causes di virions has a ban 
placed upon him, it is a very ser- 
ious matter to incite divisions, 
and it behooves every one who 
desires to enter the portals of 
heaven, to take heed bow he 
conducts himself in his connec- 
tion with subjects of church con- 
troversy. Men are often poor 
philosophers, poor indeed, and 
to deal rashly with matters that 
should be handled in meekness, 
entails untold agony upon many. 
The parable of the wheat and 
t a res* is a lesson for us in this de- 
partment of human experience. 
A sower Bowed good seed in his 
field, and while he slept, an en- 
emy sowed tares. The question 
then arose whether the tares 
should be pulled up? The great 
Philosopher decided that they 
should not be pulled up, but be 
allowed to stand until the har- 
vest, when they should be gath- 
ered and burned. This lesson 
should be utilized by every one 
who enters into controversy up- 
on subjects which involve the 
unity of the church. As a role 
there is more wisdom in holding 
the right than in denouncing the 
wrong in scathing terms. The 
latter must sometimes be done; 
but he who makes denunciation 
the chief weight ot his writing or 
speaking errs greatly. Often 
more can be done to plant tbe 
truth beside the evil, and then 
let it grow. Error can not bear 
the light of truth. It truth is 
faithfully developed at its side, it 
will succumb. 

The grievous fault that we 
poor mortals have is, that when 
there is difference ot opinion be- 
tween us, that is the first thing 
that we are most certain to name, 
the first thing we are most apt to 
write about. There are too many 
eo thoroughly imbued with their 
opinions that they can not write 
an article for the press or preach 
a sermon lor the people, without 
making their difference tbe prom- 
inent point lor consideration. 
These are the men who create 
divisions and fall under the 
anathema of the scriptures. 

To avoid this iniquity mole- 
hills should not be made into 
mountains. When there is dif- 
ference of opinion upon minor 
points, they should not be so 
magnified. Brethren will agree 
upon all the principal points of 
doctrine, and yet divisions may 
be caused when there is no oc- 


A Church for the Brethren. 

The one thought which should 
be greater than all others to 
those who are taking an interest 
in the Convention, is that there 
should be a church for the Breth- 
ren, There is still a lingering 
tendency to get up a church to 
suit the German Baptists, or 
some other denomination. 
There is a too earnest inquiry 
to know what "the people will 
say," or what will the German 
Baptists say ?" We want to say 
here, broad and long, 
We 
want 

a 
church 
for 
the 
Brethren, 
and not a church to salt the Ger- 
man Baptists or any other relig- 
ious denomination instead olour 
own. We are occupying false 
ground when we are anxious to 
know how to get up a churoh 
that will satisfy our opponents, 
and yet this seems to be the only 
anxiety of some. The study 
should be to conduct a church 
that will please God and Christ, 
ignoring completely the cry of 
the persecutor. It is tolly to at- 
tempt to hush their mouths by 
any kind of maneuvering. The 
more there is done the less is ac- 
complished on that line. 

Attempts to hush the persecu- 
tor is policy, and this God hates, 
Christ admonished his disciples 
to be wise, but this does not 
mean that we should hesitate to 
do what we believe is best be- 
cause opponents will endeavor to 
make capital out of the adopted 
course. No, never. God loves 
works prompted by true faith in 
him, and such works will not be 
unfruitful. 

Every delegate to the coming 
Convention should be brim- full 
of the desire to please Christ and 
encourage the Brethren cause, 
and act as thongh there was no 
German Baptist or Old Order 
church in existence. Every step 
made should be entirely free from 
bias through any influence from 
that source. r - 
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How 


go to 


Christians Should 
Law. 

1 Cor. 6 : 1.— Dare any of yon, 
having a matter against another, 
go to law before the unjust and 
not before the saints ? 

The scriptures pursue the wise 
method of not removing an evil 
without putting something good 
in its place. Such is the case 
in the matter of going to law. 

A great deal has been said 
about going to law, and there is 
church legislation forbidding the 
practice by more than one 
church. But the churches that 
put away law do not make pro- 
vision to fill tbe vacancy with 
something better. 

The scriptures sanction going 
to law. The text at the head of 
this article is an authority. The 
sacred writer does not censure 
any one for going to law, but 
there is a proper place and a 
wrong place to do it. So long as 
sin is in the world and men are 
in possession of their passions 
which they have through nature, 
there will be differences between 
brethren which they cannot har- 


moniously settle. This makes a 
demand for judges, and where 
there is a judge, the cases must 
be stated that he may understand 
them and render a correct de- 
cision. 

Bnt Christiana are to go to 
law before the saints, and not 
before the unjust. When two 
brethren can not agree upon any 
matter of business, they are not 
to appeal to worldly courts, bat 
to their brethren. Tbe parties 
at difference should decide upon 
a brother who ehall sit as a 
judge between them. To him 
the case is to be presented, and 
a decision received from him. 

St. Paul makes it a great 
wrong for a brother to go to law 
against a brother before unbe- 
lievers, and shames the brethren 
to whom he wrote for doing eo. 
lie asks whether there is not one 
among them wise enough to 
judge between brethren, when 
they are to judge the world at 
the last day ; and not men only, 
but angela also. Thus he places 
the matter very forcibly before 
the mind. On this subject the 
discipline of the church which 
God has written cannot be mis- 
understood. It is wholly wrong 
for brethren to go to law before 
the secular courts. Their cases 
should be brought before courts 
within the borders of the church, 
and disposed of there. 

In harmony with this doctrine, 
the early Christians were wont 
to take their differences to a 
court in the church and not be- 
fore unbelievers. The custom 
was so general in plaoea that the 
bishops were constantly engaged 
in hearing cases and deciding 
differences which arose between 
brethren. Not only did the ec- 
clesiastical courts* ot the early 
church render decisions of minor 
importance between brethren, 
but they censured Emperors and 
Kings also. This practice was 
commenced by John the Baptist, 
wbo condemned Herod because 
he committed a crime in marry- 
ing. Faithful men continued to 
do the same. Baby] as, a servant 
of the Lord, denied entrance into 
the church to one of the Roman 
Emperors, because he had com- 
mitted a barbarous murder upon 
the son of a confederate prince. 
When he attempted to enter his 
church he expelled bim ae he 
would a vile and worthless slave. 
This bravery astonished unbe- 
lievers and exalted the name of 
Christianity. Even its enemies 
had to acknowledge astonish- 
ment at the action of the holy 
man. Bnt, he, like John the 
Baptist, lost hie life in thus de- 
fending the name and honor of 
the Christian church. The read- 
er can gather a faint idea of the 
faithfulness and bravery of this 
bishop, by imagining himself the 
pastor ot a churoh, and when a 
great king attempts to enter in 
time of service, he meets him at 
the door and did not allow him to 
come in. 

St. Ambrose is another exam- 
ple ot this kind of bravery. 
Theodosiue the great, was one of 
the most famous emperors of all 
antiquity. On one occasion, 
when in a passion be ordered the 
murder of a number of innocent 
people. After this he ventured 
to enter the church of Milan,' 
which was founded by St Am- 
brose, and he met him at the 
door and forbade him to enter, 
and it was after a bitter repent- 
ance only that he allowed him to 
enter and again partake of tbe 
symbols of the Lord's table. 


EDITORIAL ITEMS. 


Last Wednesday a telegram asms 
here for Bro. Mason, informing htm of 
the death of brother Samuel Oaks, of 
Pleasant Hill, and request inn film to 
preach the funeral, which took place 
on Thursday. Unfortunately brother 
Mason bad laft Dayton and was out 
with his family in Wayne County. 
This we did not know, so the telegram 
did not reach htm In time. 


Brother Holalnger hints that better 
rates could be obtained for the Con- 
vention from tbe railroad companies. 
Bro. Henry probably does not keep in 
mind that since the Inter-state Com- 
merce law has been in force that the 
Hail roads cannot make any arrange- 
ments. It is taken out of their hands. 
The Central Traffic and Trunk line as- 
sociations make all arrangements now. 
And It Is only through them that we 
.can obtain special rates. Tbe same 
rales are obtained from all railroads. 
We have done all it Is possible to do in 
this matter. 


Brother Mason hts preached tbe 
funerals of four persons during tbe 
last three weeks, tbe sum of whose 
ages amount to 837 years ; viz., 84, 98, 
80 and TO years respectively . 

A man came into a street oar recent- 
ly, and after taking bio seat, pulled out 
some silver, from which he selected a 
twenty-cent silver piece. When tbe 
conductor came around, he asked for-* 
"quarter's worth of tickets," tendering 
the twenty-cent piece in payment. 
The conductor looked at It a moment, 
and then put it Into his pocket, and 
gave him his tickets. The eyes of the 
purchaser sparkled with joy, and ex- 
ultation could be seen in every feature 
over the fact of having got five cents 
advantage over the conductor. A 
passenger who had seen the whole 
transaction, went to the rear of the car 
and asked the conductor if he knew 
what the man bad given him. "Of 
course I do." was the reply. "Then 
how did it come that you gave him a 
quarter's worth or tickets?" was the 
next question. "Because I noticed the 
date, and saw it was a rare coin, and 
that I could get $I.7fi for it around the 
corner, " said t he cond uctor. Th us the 
man in his eagerness to cheat the con- 
ductor, cheated himself out of f 1.60. 
Avarice and dishonesty often over- 
reaches Itself in this way. 

In conversation with a prominent 
minister of the United Brethren church 
we learned that that church was on 
the verge of a very serious schism. 
It seems that a new constitution has 
been formulated, whleh has not yet 
been adopted by the general confer- 
ence. Yet tlie churches are instructed 
to elect their delegates in accordance 
With the unadopted constitution. 
There is a strong minority that object 
to the new constitution. The main 
difference between the new and old is 
about secret societies and the election 
of delegates. The new constitution 
demands that the ministers elect the 
delegates to the general conference. 
The present outlook now, we were 
told, is that at the time of tbe next 
general conferenoe in 1B89, there will 
likely be two conferences. One set of 
delegates elected In accordance With 
the old constitution of '41, and an- 
other set elected in accordance with 
the unadopted constitution. This 
means division. 


ov western delegates, ' we would say 
that Bro. E. L. Yoder will no doubt 
secure rates West of the Mississippi 
Biver, Since the Inter-Stats Com- 
merce Law has gone Into force, this 
country has been divided Into four dis- 
tricts, known as the Trunk Line, 
Central, Southern, and the district 
west of the Mississippi Biver, tbe name 
of which we have forgotten. These 
districts are placed under an officer 
through whom all business must be 
transacted. Tbe officials of the rail- 
road companies have nothing to do in 
axing special rates over their own 
routes. This Is all left to tbe above 
four Passenger Associations. 

A brother writes ns that our "proff " 
reading should be more closely looked - 
after. We suppose he meant proof 
reading and it shows to what degree 
of perfection some of our critics have 
attained. 


Bro. Camel Is partial to "Progres- 
sive Christian" as a title for our church 
paper. We are like-minded. That 
title Is one which we admire, and wish 
it had been continued. 


We acknowledge the receipt of an 
invitation to tbe wedding of John J. 
Roop to Miss Ida M. Kurtz, at the 
residence of the bride's father, Mr. 
John Kurtz, at W ill la niBport, Dakota. 
Sept. 16tb, 1887. Thsy were formerly 
citizens of Ashland. We extend our 
hearty good wishes, 

Bro, B- G. Frederick, of Kipoo. Gal., 
says, "I saw in a late Evangelist 
something about a creed. I think our 
present creed is all sufficient. I do not 
see any room for any amendments." 

Bro. H. B. Dooly, of Fredericksburg, 
Md., writes, "My wife and I are iso- 
lated members in this part of Mary- 
land. We would try to do our part if 
some Brethren minister wonld come 
through hero and preach a few sermons 
for us. 


There are now throe meeting houses 
being built in the Miami Valley. 

There seems to be a great demand 
rorefflcleiitmintstors. Youngchurcb- 
es are springing up so rapidly that our 
ministerial force is tried to its utmost. 
We hope the day is not far distant 
wbsn we will be fully equipped to meet 
all emergencies. 

If any one writes to Sister Leila 
Moore, Indianapolis, lad., we would 
be thankful to have him mention that 
her paper is going to Indianapolis, 
Ind., regularly, but as she has neither 
given her street number or box to us 
we cannot get mail matter to her. 

Bro. A. F. Miller will represent the 
Carleton, Neb., church at the Conven- 
tion. 


Bro. A. A. Cober will take charge of 
the Farmers vllle, Lexington and Win- 
chester churches in the renowned Miami 
Valley October 1st. Bro. Mason will 
preach for the Gienford and Bremen 
churches beginning at that time, 
These brethren have been trying to ac- 
complish this exchange for some tfme, 
and now it has been consummated. 


Bro. Jacob Llohty writes us to sug- 
gest that arrangement should be made 
witli John N. Abbott for railroad rates 
to tbe Convention. For the benefit of 


Sister Barbara Keim, of Nebraska, 
is now visiting amongst tier relatives 
at Myersdale, Pa. Sister Keim Is a 
daughter of old Uncle Dan Beach ly, of 
Meversdate, and consequently a sister 
of Dr. U. M. Beacbly and Sister Mc- 
Klnley. She has been living for many 
years in the west. For the last fsw 
years she has been sorely affilcted with 
a tumor. She came east recently to 
her old home, and now lies at the home 
of Dr. HcKinley apparently near her 
end. Her husband Bro. Lewie Keim 
has been telegraphed for. and no doubt 
la there by this time. We still hope 
and pray that our sister will be spared. 
May the Lord so bless the anxious, 
loving ones that they may bow sub- 
missively under the rod. 

In a late Cincinnati Enquirer we see 
that Bro. William A. DeeKer, of Pleas- 
ant Hill, Ohio, son of the late Elder 
Michael Deeter, has found a very valu- 
able marble quarry on tbe old home 
place. Some years ago i t was d i boo ver- 
ed by digging a well in tlie vicinity. 
It is only lately that it has become a 
certainty. Good Judges proclaim tbe 
marble a superior quality. It lays In 
regular layers from 2 to 4 ft. thick, and 
probably to the depth of 22 feet. Tbs 
layers differ in quality and shading, the 
deepest being the best. The marble 
lay under two 10 ft. layers of beautiful 
blue stone. There has been found too, 
a nugget of silver ore. We wish the 
Deeter brothers abundant success. 

Bro. J. H, Worst and family now 
contemplate a visit east during the 
coming winter. It all depends upon 
circumstances whether tie win come 
as far as Ohio. We are very anxious 
to have him come to this state. ' Now 
any congregation desiring his services 
in Ohio will please communicate at 
once with Bro. Edward Mason, Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

Bro. J. H. Swlbart commenced a 
series of meetings at PrattviBe, Michi- 
gan, about September 1st. 

One of Bro. Abner Brown's daugh- 
ters united with tbe church during the 
late meetings held in the locality where 
he resides, by Eld. 3. H. Swihart. Bro. 
Brown is a Trustee of Ashland, Col- 
lege. If our memory Is not false, Bro, 
Brown's daughters are teachers, and 
wdl make valuable tollers to tbe vine- 
yard of the Lord. 

An annual meeting committee has 
been in tbe locality of Buchanan, 
Michigan, and caused the majority of 
a congregation there to make an ad- 
vance in favor of progression. 

It will be noticed In Bro. Beer's cor- 
respondence that the Tloaa church has 
met brother Fitzgerald on terms of 
peace and granted him a letter. Bro. 
Beer asknsan interest in the prayer* 
of tbe brethren that be may do what Is 


